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Welcome to Pete’s Press!  

Statue of Pete welcoming visitors to NTAL. 
 
Photo of Pete the Wonder Dog  
from the Ann Arbor News archives, January, 1939. 

Save the Date! 

Holiday Tree Lighting 

Tuesday, December 6 

At Northfield Township Area Library (NTAL), it is our mission to engage, educate, and 

encourage our patrons and community. Pete’s Press is meant to bring awareness of programs 

and services offered at NTAL. We have named the paper Pete’s Press to honor Pete, the Wonder 

Dog, a well-known and beloved dog that lived in the “Dodge House” long before it became a 

library.  

Pete, a German Shepherd and Great Dane mix, was known throughout Whitmore Lake for his 

independence and loyalty. Pete had a basket that he would use to carry groceries, mail, and 

mending around town. Legend has it, Pete was dognapped and eventually found his way home. In 

2019, for the 30th anniversary of the opening of NTAL, a statue of Pete was commissioned and he 

now stands guard near the entrance to the library.    

 
 
 
 

******ECRWSSEDDM***** 
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Library of  Things—Not Just Books! 

Digital Subscriptions 

Do you enjoy reading or listening to books, 

watching movies, or listening to music on 

your device? 

In addition to over 100 new books and 

movies added each month, NTAL offers a 

digital collection with access to hundreds of 

thousands of audiobooks, comics, eBooks, 

graphic novels, manga, movies, and music 

for free to you as a patron.  

Comics Plus 

gives you 

unlimited 

access to thousands of digital comics, 

graphic novels, and manga from a variety of 

publishers. Look for Library Plus in the app 

store to check out what is available.  

 

Libby, by OverDrive allows 

you to borrow eBooks, 

audiobooks, and magazines 

to read on your phone, tablet, 

or Kindle using the app.  

 

Hoopla allows you to 

borrow audiobooks, 

eBooks, comics, movies, 

TV, magazines, or music 

on your computer, phone, 

car, and even your TV.  You can stream 

titles immediately or whenever you're in the 

mood. Most titles can also be downloaded to 

your phone or tablet.  

Meet your 

Patron Services 

Manager, 

Elizabeth 

Charette Walter. 

If you have 

questions about programs, services, 

or materials in the collection send an 

email to echarette@ntal.org. 
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STEAM Kit: Code & Go Robot Mouse Activity Set. 

Holiday Tree Cake Pan and Scarecrow Cake Pan. 

 

Searching for treasure with  the metal detector. 

Technology To-Go 
According to data taken from Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, SEMCOG, 

there are still a significant number of households in Northfield Township without 

broadband internet access or computers at home.   

NTAL offers an easy solution to those households.  NTAL has WIFI hotspots and laptops 

that can be checked out for a two-week loan period to patrons 18 years and older. Hotspots 

are small, portable internet access points that provide a free and reliable internet connection 

to WIFI enabled devices such as laptops, tablets, or smart phones. The hotspots in the 

NTAL collection use the T-Mobile network and include unlimited data plans.   

The hotspot and laptop kits come with a carrying case and charging cord. These kits are 

great for use in your home office or to take on vacation when internet might not be 

available. 

Want to use a metal detector or try an air 

fryer? In need of lawn games for a 

party? NTAL’s Library of Things offers 

a variety of unique items to check out 

for free. Our Library of Things 

collection also includes 3D character 

cake pans and STEAM kits, interactive 

learning experiences that focus on 

science, technology, engineering, arts, 

and mathematics. 

As we continue to grow this collection, 

we encourage suggestions for things to 

add. What would you like to try before 

you buy or just use once? Email 

info@ntal.org with recommendations.   
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Spaces Available For Your Own Events 
Looking for a room or pavilion to rent for a party or meeting?  

Our multipurpose room and pavilion are available for use for your event, free of charge to 

patrons. In the past, these spaces have been used for Girl Scout meetings, family reunions, 

craft clubs, birthday parties, and even a wedding.   

To reserve these spaces, you must be an active patron, without overdue items or charges on 

your account, and submit an application. Find the application on our website, ntal.org, or 

pick it up at the circulation desk. Once completed, email it to info@ntal.org, or drop it off 

at the desk. Once your application has been reviewed, someone from NTAL will reach out 

to confirm your date. 

“Being able to use the multipurpose room for my daughter's birthday was such a relief. We 

had plenty of room for a table of food and the girls still had lots of table-top (and floor) 

space to craft their hedgehogs all morning! Not many places can offer a large space and let 

you bring in food! ” - Libby Conger, long-time patron and current staff member. 

Attendees making a hedgehog craft during a 

birthday party held in the multipurpose room. 

Explore Your Family History 
NTAL is very pleased to offer Ancestry Library Edition to patrons and visitors for 

FREE! This database provides access to family histories, with over 7,000 databases 

of historical documents and family trees from North America, the U.K., Europe, 

Australia, and more. Ancestry Library Edition is available using an NTAL computer. 

If you’re wanting to explore your family history from the convenience of home, the 

Michigan eLibrary offers MyHeritage Library Edition.  MyHeritage Library 

Edition includes more than 6 billion historical records from the United States, Europe, 

Latin America, and other regions. The database also includes the full USA federal census 

(1790-1940); census of England and Wales (1841-1901); U.S. World War II Army 

Enlistment as well as records of Union and Confederate Civil War soldiers. 

In addition to these databases, NTAL offers the assistance to help you get started. 

Schedule a 1-on-1 help session to start exploring your ancestry. 

MeL Gives You More 

Interlibrary loans of books, DVDs, and 

other materials are available to NTAL 

patrons from a multitude of libraries 

around the state. We refer to it as MeL, or 

MeLCat and it is a free service through the 

Michigan Department of Education and 

the Library of Michigan. Items are ordered 

online and get delivered to NTAL to be 

picked up at the circulation desk.  

If you've ever seen a list of recommended 

books in your favorite magazine, or your 

best friend told you about a great new 

book, and NTAL does not have that item, 

circulation staff would be happy to order 

the item for you though MeL.   

You can also check out the website 

yourself at mel.org. Besides loaning of 

library materials, there is a wealth of other 

resources. If you are homeschooling, 

helping with a research paper, or eager to 

learn new things yourself, there is 

something for everyone on MeL.org.  

Give What You Can, 
Take What You Need 

Located outside of the entrance to NTAL is a 

Little Free Pantry. Available for all who are in 

need, the pantry is accessible 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week. It is stocked with donated goods 

from staff and patrons and often contains dry 

goods, canned goods, and toiletries.  

Inspired by the concept of the Little Free 

Library, the Little Free Pantry is part of a 

nationwide movement to help provide access to 

food when needed. Extra goods can be found 

inside NTAL during business hours.   

NTAL welcomes unexpired donations for the 

pantry to keep it fully stocked. Beyond the food 

staples like rice, beans, soups, and canned meat; 

the Pantry is always in need of personal hygiene 

items like toothpaste, deodorant, diapers, soap, 

shampoo, and feminine products. The goal is to 

always fill the needs of our community.   

NTAL strives to continue to be a place where 

you find all that you need. Whether you need 

help with finding your next great read, a place 

to connect with your community, or a safe 

refuge from your life, NTAL is here to help.   

Ben Kasmenn finishing the installation of the 

newly reconstructed Little Free Pantry near the 

entrance to NTAL. 
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Grown Up Summer Camp participants  walking 

back to NTAL from a field trip. 

Volunteers  helping  with snow cones  at the 

Summer Reading Club kick off party. 

Homemade ice cream and smiles at a Summer 

Reading Club program.  

Celebrating the end of Summer Reading Club with 

a dance party and talent show.  

Steel Sound setting up for a concert under the 

pavilion.  

Visiting Dee’s & Mac’s Marina with some of the 

Grown Up Summer Camp crew. 

Kids enjoying Drummunity at a Summer Reading 

Club program. 

A visit to Raindance Organic Farm with our Grown 

Up Summer Camp crew. 

Exploring the benefits of yoga during a Summer 

Reading Camp program. 

Learning about robots and lasers during science 

week of Summer Reading Club. 

The amazingly talented magician, Joshua Wilde, 

getting assistance from an audience member.  

Working on the perfect stomp to launch a 

homemade rocket.  
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When you show up at work and coordinate with 

your snow cone.  

Representing NTAL at a WLPS event. 

Crafting the night away during an adult craft class. 

Enjoying one of NTAL’s lawn games at an outreach 

event for the Webster Historical Society.  

Winner of a generously donated gift card to 

Peaberry Coffee & Beats . 

Guest reader from Sternal Family Dental  showing 

the importance of dental health during story time.  

Cleaning out the basement and sorting through all 

the fun materials NTAL has collected. 

Petting a friendly bunny at the annual Fall Fun 

Fest. 

Shopping around the craft fair during the annual 

Fall Fun Fest.  

Learning to ride a horse at the annual Fall Fun Fest. 
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Ms. Hillary reading a story in the pavilion. Young kids  enjoying sensory play. 

Book Clubs Give You Benefits 
Joining a book club has even more benefits than just allowing you to discuss your favorite 
story or characters. Book clubs help increase your knowledge and appreciation of the world 
around you by offering in-depth discussions with different viewpoints. Book clubs also 

provide another way to interact with your community and get to know new people.  NTAL 
offers four different book clubs that you can join. 

Finer Things Book Club 

The books chosen for this club have a wide range including historical fiction and non-
fiction. This club meets at 1pm the second Tuesday of every month in the multipurpose 
room of NTAL. The December pick is She Walks in Beauty by Caroline Kennedy.   

Books and Brews 

Meeting at the Whitmore Lake Tavern the last Monday of every month at 6:30pm allows 

participants the opportunity to get themselves a drink or dinner. The books chosen for this 
club are bestsellers or match the books chosen for celebrity book clubs. The December pick 
is The Snowman by Jo Nesbo. 

Meet Cutes 

For readers who love a Rom-Com, this is a place to chat about your favorite swoony 

moments from a newer release of a romantic comedy title in adult or young adult fiction.  
This club meets the third Wednesday of every month at 4pm in the multipurpose room of 
NTAL. The December pick is Lovelight Farms by B.K. Borison. 

Imagine That 

If other book clubs seem too grounded in reality for your taste, visit a book club based 

around fantasy, sci-fi, horror, and all things imaginative and speculative fiction. This club 
meets in the multipurpose room on the second Saturday of the month. The December pick 
is N0S4A2 by Joe Hill. 

Getting Crafty 
NTAL hosts a daytime and nighttime adult 

craft class every month. The class is 

usually seasonally themed and uses a mix 

of recycled and new materials. 

Some of the crafts made this year include 

woven baskets, decorative wreaths, 

terrariums,  birdhouses, beeswax wraps, 

and book page turkeys and hedgehogs.  

The monthly craft is accessible for every 

skill level and offers a fun get together full 

of creativity and laughs.  

 

Debbie Grzeskowiak displaying her Fall Gnome 

Wreath at the craft class in September. 

Social Club Connects 

The Community 

People have been less connected the last 

few years. NTAL wanted to offer a place 

where members of the community could 

get together and chat. Every Thursday at 

10:30am NTAL hosts a social club that 

offers free coffee along with fun and easy 

conversation. 

Social club is one of our staff’s favorite 

programs! 10:30 on Thursday morning you 

will find a group of patrons enjoying a 

fresh cup of coffee and a casual 

conversation about anything and 

everything.  

The group of attendees is constantly 

growing and changing because registration 

is not required and sometimes there are 

special guests to talk about their 

organization. We’ve had visits this year 

from M36 Coffee Roasters, The Area 

Agency on Aging, and even someone from 

AARP’s Ride@50+ program. Come chat 

and have a coffee with us!   

Early literacy helps children develop speech, vocabulary, writing, and reading skills.  The 

NTAL Sprouts offers three different literacy programs designed for children from birth to 

six years old. These early literacy programs are continuous, so families with babies and 

young children are able to engage in a way that fits their schedules.  

1000 Books Before Kindergarten is a nation-wide challenge. Read books to your 

newborn, infant, and/or toddler. The goal is to read 1,000 books before your child starts 

kindergarten. You are able to set goals with your child, earn rewards, join our wall of 

fame, and participate as little or as much as you see fit.   

Sprouts Story Time is a traditional library story time lead by an early childhood 

professional. Families are welcome to bring their young children to engage in weekly, 

themed story time complete with books read aloud, music and movement, crafts, puppets, 

and more.  Story Time is every Wednesday at 11am.   

Sprouts Sensory Playgroup is an open play time at NTAL complete with hands-on sensory 

experiences. When attending playgroup, caregivers must stay with the children in their 

care. This is a drop-in program on Fridays at 11am.  While it is open to all, it is best suited 

for babies and toddlers.  

Early Literacy at the Library with NTAL Sprouts 
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Meet your 

Outreach 

Manager, 

Hillary 

McGraw. If you 

want to partner 

with NTAL in 

some way or 

have a representative at your event, 

send an email to hmcgraw@ntal.org. 

Prize Donations  

This year, for the annual Summer Reading 

Club raffle, NTAL was given donations 

from five different organizations. We 

would like to thank those organizations for 

their generosity.   

Airborne Adventure Park in Brighton 

donated a family jump pass with four pairs 

of socks. The Detroit Zoological 

Foundation donated eight passes to the 

Detroit Zoo. The Hands on Museum of 

Ann Arbor donated eight passes. The 

Potter Park Zoo out of Lansing donated a  

1-year membership. Stemville in Northville 

gave a 3-month unlimited membership.  

Teens Take Charge 

Founded in April of 2021, local teenagers 

have been able to join a Teen Advisory 

Board (TAB). The advisory board is a 

group that meets monthly to discuss various 

library matters while earning volunteer 

hours.  Anyone between the age of 11 and 

18 is welcome to join TAB.    

Each meeting allows members the 

opportunity to select materials to add to the 

collection, brainstorm ideas for programs 

and events for teens at NTAL, and meet 

new people from the community. Being a 

member provides great experience to add to 

a resume or college application.   

Membership forms are available on the 

website, ntal.org/teens or available at the 

circulation desk. TAB meets the first 

Thursday of every month. 

A note from the Director: 

This time of year, I usually find myself more reflective and grateful, especially for the 
community we service, because Community Matters. When we decided upon Community 
Matters for our theme for 2022, we wanted to bring our community together after the pandemic 
kept us apart. It has been wonderful seeing you in person and catching up throughout the 
year. I’ve had a few moments where I was speechless when I saw how big some of the kids have 
grown. In fact, some of them aren’t kids anymore.    

When we were discussing what to include in our first addition of Pete’s Press, there seemed to be 
a common theme throughout our conversation, togetherness. Whether it was a quick 
conversation we had while checking out at the library, story time with Ms. Hillary, crafting with 
Elizabeth, book club with Kim, Hillary, Elizabeth or Nikki, a field trip with our Grown-Up 
Summer Camp, enjoying a summer concert, or sampling some recipes with me; it was better 
because we were together. So, for 2023 our theme is, All Together.    

Be on the lookout for a 2023 full of exciting new materials for our collection, fantastic programs, 
and an exciting building refresh project that we can share All Together.  

 

Warmly, 

Zaley Nelson 

TAB member working on a book identification 

project in the juvenile nonfiction section at NTAL. 

Thank You! 
Libraries have ever growing impact in their communities as a source of information access, 

employment searches, and activity centers. Financial contributions to NTAL help us further 

our collection materials, increase programs, update computers/furniture, maintain the 

library, and much more. Last fiscal year we raised over $74,300. Thank you to our 

generous donors:  Ann Zinn, Barb Major, Susan McFall, James H. Lake Trust, Emily 

Morris, Donna Avery (Manning Family). 

If you are interested in donating to NTAL to help fund new materials and exciting 

programs, fill out the form on the back to include with your donation or visit ntal.org/

support for more information.   

In addition to monetary donations, there are other ways to support NTAL. You can adopt a 

book to honor or remember a family member or friend. You can help us earn money if you 

shop at Kroger or on Amazon. We also accept gently used and newer materials to add to 

the collection or book sale. Visit ntal.org/support for more information on all the ways to 

support NTAL.  

Board of  Trustees 

Roger Spooner, President 

Sandy Purrington, Vice-President 

Gerry Hermann, Secretary 

Jack Secrist, Treasurer 

Linda Strausbaugh, Trustee 

Carl Watkins, Trustee 
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Yes! I would like to support NTAL! 

 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Social Club 

10:30—11:30am 
 

TAB Meeting 
6—7pm 

2 
 

Play Group 
11am—12pm 

3 

5 6 
 

Holiday Tree  
Lighting 

6:45—7:30pm 

7 
 

Santa Story Time 
11—11:30am 

8 
Social Club 

10:30—11:30am 
 

*Adult Craft 
6—7pm 

9 
 

Play Group 
11am—12pm 

10 

*Imagine That 
Book Club        

1—2pm 
 

Santa Pictures 
11am—1pm 

12 
 

Santa Pictures 
Bring your pet! 

3—5pm 

13 
*Book Club 

1—2pm 
 

Santa Pictures 
5—7pm 

14 
 

Story Time 
11—11:30am 

15 
 

Social Club 
10:30—11:30am 

16 
 

Play Group 
11am—12pm 

17 

19 
Knitting Group 
11am—12pm 

 
*Books & Brews 

6—7pm 

20 
 

*Adult Craft 
1—2pm 

 

21 
 

*Meet Cutes 
Book Club 

4—5pm 

22 
Social Club 

10:30—11:30am 
 

Craft for Kids 
12—1pm 

23          
Play Group 

11am—12pm 
 

Movie & Popcorn 
12—2pm 

24 
 

CLOSED 

26 
 

CLOSED 

27 
 

Legos & Games 
12—2pm 

28 
Story Time 

11—11:30am 
 

Movie & Popcorn 
12—2pm 

29 
Social Club 

10:30—11:30am 
 

Legos & Games 
12—2pm 

30         
Play Group 

11am—12pm 
 

Movie & Popcorn 
12—2pm 

31 
 

CLOSED 

December 2022 Programs and Events 
*REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

Save the Dates! 

 

March 4—March is Reading Month   

         Open House Party 

 

June  12—Summer Reading Club  

         Open House Party 


